adjoining one, and that symptoms of locked jaw had made their appearance. The patient had kept his watch after the accident during the night, which was cold, and the wound had been very -i painful. When he was seen in the morning at eight a.m. he com-; plained of a stiffness about his jaws and throat, which had increased very much since that time. His countenance was anxious, and his lips appeared swollen and rather livid. A poultice to the wound was the only treatment that had been employed. On sparks from his first patient, during the hot stage. In the same evening, he found himself unwell; but had no suspicion of the nature of his complaint, until the recurrence of the paroxysm convinced him that he had become the subject of ague. He allowed these to recur to the seventh time, before he attempted the cure by electricity, which was speedily effected, being the second case already alluded to. As he had never been the subject of ague, and had not been more than usually exposed to causes calculated to give rise to it, he felt persuaded that it had been communicated to him by electricity from his former patient.
In order to ascertain this, he was desirous of trying experiments on some persons labouring under a disease which was inflammatory, but not considered infectious; he, therefore, had one of his men vaccinated. On the seventh day, the man was placed on the insulating stool, and connected with the positive conductor; a small incision was made with a lancet in the pustule, and an incision was also made in the arm of a lad with a new lancet; a wire four inches long was passed through a glass tube, one end of which touched the pustule on the man's arm, and the other the incision on the boy's arm, the electrification was continued for eight minutes, when the boy was removed.
His arm was daily examined, and it was found that he was as completely vaccinated by electricity as any person could be by the usual mode. My friend afterwards endeavoured to communicate the virus to two girls, by passing the electrical fluid from the pustule on the boy's arm, who had been vaccinated by electricity, to incisions made in theirs. For three days the medical gentleman supposed it had taken effect; but, on the fourth day, all appearances of vaccination died away. These girls were, however, afterwards vaccinated in the usual way in four places, two of which died away, and the other two In theSarracenia there is no particular apparatuses in the Nepenthes, for the secretion. Macbride's observations demonstrated, on the edge of the Sarracenia adunca, a sweet substance that allures insects, which, creeping into the funnel of the leaf, arrive at the water, and, being hindered from returning by the hairs directed downwards, are drowned. It is reserved for future investigation, to discover what gives the sweet taste to the Nepenthes and Cephalotus which is mentioned, and how the insects are killed, as nothing appears to hinder their creeping out again.
Treviranus has examined particularly the watery secretion of the Amomura Zerumbet, which was not noticed by any botanist, except cursorily by Murray. The spikes stand on a stalk a foot and a half long, rising from the root, and are the size of a hen-egg, or sometimes as large as a goose-egg; they consist of a great number of broad deep scabs which lie over one another, imbricated, aud enclosing a space between them. The scales are of a leathery consistence, each of them enclosing a small colourless flower, of a more cuticular nature. At the commencement of the flowering, the spikes are full of clear water, which is nearly without smell or taste. By gentle pressure, it comes from between the scales, and, if it be emptied in the evening, it becomes in great part renewed by morning. The lower half of the scale, which contains no flower, is found as full of water as the rest. Treviranus, therefore, considers the inner inferior part, where the scales are connected with the stalk, the place where the water proceeds from. The water lasted during the whole flowering time, that is three weeks, but as it advanced, it did not preserve its original pureness; it became somewhat ropy, and got the smell of the bruised leaves of the plant, without, however, losing its transparency in the least. Dr. Goppert subjected a portion of it to chemical analysis, from which it results that the fluid between the scales of the spikes of the Amomum Zerumbet consists of pure water, containing a small quantity of vegetable fibrine and mucus; the quantity of which last is different at different periods of the flowering time.
